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MAKING A NAME, 149

saved his officer’s life; and any one who heard him
relate the adventure, would have supposed he ap-
plied to {ying, Lord Chesterfield’s hacknied maxim
that “if it be worth while to do a thing, it is worth
while to do it well”” Each time Larry told his story
he increased the danger and the number of ene-
mies, never failing at the end to say with a sigh,
locking at me hypocritically, “ 1 thought Miss
Fanny there, was kilt didd when the masther and
me came home wounded and tould her the story;
but I won’t minshin it agin afore the soft-hearted
crathur, blessings on her swate face !”

When we arrived in England, and had taken a
house, for which we paid beyond its value on ac-
count of my uncle's high militury rank, the next
anxiety was how to become acquainted with our
neighbours, In vain the major lounged at the li-
brary, opening the door, offering seats to the ladies,
and bestowing glances of Irish admiration and
softness upon them: in vain he retained the news-
paper, after spelling it twice over, until some per-
son of consequence entered, to whom he handed it
with a bow : the paper was received atarm’s length
as if it carried infection, and the bow was only met
with a stare and a distancing “ hem ”  Equally vain
were his attempts of “ What sport, sir 7”7 addressed
to the fishers and shooters, who either whistled «
tune, or moved away, saying, “ Not any, — hem !”'

03
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152 MAKING A NAME.

In this silly way was passed the whole evening
(Larry having quite won the hearts of his master
and mistress by his cleverness both in words and
deeds), and Mr, Dobbs was a frequentand welcome
guest, although, alas ! still the only one. Thus we
might have gone on until the end of our lives, but
fortunately that most useful of all events for mak-
ing little people great, a general election, took
place.

One of the candidates had so greata majority
of friends, that Mr. Wavering, his opponent, could
not find @iy person of respectability to assist him
in his unpopular canvassing ; being an elderly,
thin, nervous little man, his small stock of courage
failed him, and he was about to resign, when Mer.
Dobbs suggested that as Major Casey belonged to
no party, he would doubtless join the first who
asked him :—here he enumerated ¢ the great Caseys,’
&e. &c., and added that a man of the Major's rank
and high connexions would be a creditable as-
sistant,

Lady Emily Wavering, the candidate’s wife, con-
veniently recollected that she had known ¢ the
great Caseys” formerly, and, ordering her carriage,
she drove up (decked with crimson and orange
clection-ribbon, and drawn by four greys) to our
rusty carriage gate, which slowly yawned with
wonder at the novelty it admitted. Lady Lmily
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MAKING A NAME. 163

troduced as “an old friend :” my uncle and the me-
lancholy stranger exchanged bows, and Mr. Wa-
vering stared as if he had expected something
extraordinary in this meeting, which, however, did
not occur, and we descended to Mr. Larry's « illi-
gant” French repast.

1t consisted of the wildest looking mixture I ever
saw : vegetables at the head and foot; meat at the
sides ; and, in fact, Larry had bewildered the cook
so much with his orders, that it was impossible to
recognise even our old friend the boiled turkey with
celery and oysters !

Lady Emily’s manner became gradually cooler,
and my poor aunt's countenance flushed warmer at
each mistake ; and if Miss Wavering had not kindly
exerted herself, I think the conversation would
have failed, for even my uncle was what is termed
in his country, ¢ taken aback.”

The names of the dishes were unknown to us all,
and when our guests wished to venture on any
thing, Larry attempted to give the French name,
which Lady Emily pretended to mistake for Irish,
and said, “ Oh! a native dish —not any, thank
you; I dislike potatoes in any form.” And this
rudeness she continued, until Miss Wavering Kindly
christened some pli¢ before her, and helped her
aunt to some,

Our amieble Amelia, who should in character
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MAKING A NaAME. 169

bin 47 and 29, saying to the yellow-gentleman, “ 1
want you to taste my madeira, which has been out
to my brother at Madras : perhaps, Sir, you knew
him there ?”

“T ouly knew one Casey there, Sir, who had a
very excellent situation, but last year he was
hanged for embezzling stores 1”

My unele could ‘have (with truth) denied any
relationship to the felon: but he had too clearly
described to the Waverings the situation which his
pseudo-brother held, which he had learned from
the India-list; and, therefore, he was obliged to sit
in guilty silence. From a wish, 1 supposed, to re-
medy the evil he had done, the yellow stranger
asked what sort of person was the colonel of my
uncle's regiment 7

“Oh! across old wretch, horribly detested by
the lads,” said my uncle: “I remember the year
before last, when that merry dog young M Phun
made a bet that he would steal every sporting-dog
in the town which we were living —"

“Tbeg your pardon for interrupting you, Sir,
but did Mr. MPhun accomplish this honorable
feat, and were you then with the regiment 7

 Faith he did, Sir, and I have cause to remem
ber being with him, for I foolishly gave him per-
mission to fasten two dozen of the dogs in my
stable, and such a row—"

Q
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172 MAKING A NaAME.

my dear odd rich kind god-father, unele Lawrence,
who now spoke to me in his natural voice, although
disguised as Larry O'Shaughnessey.

Turning to his disconsolate brother, he kindly
swid, “ My dear Patrick, we quarrelled many years
since about lhc‘name-mnking,’ and parted in an-
ger: but when I found you bent on ruining your-
self and your very large family for the same empty
pursuit, I determined to interfere and save you,
which I knew could not be effected without giving
you a severe lesson. You have rendered it se-
verer than 1 wished, but perhaps the effect may be
more lasting : and we need never regret the late
events, if they have taught you, as an Irish farmer,
to live among and cherish the fine peasantry who
support your family ; and may kindness and atten-
tion to that peasantry, great care of your family,
and strict attention to the duties of our humble line
of life, be the only means you will ever employ
to make for the 0'Caseys — a name1”



